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Saint Patrick's day is a celebration held 
on March 17th of every year. It is a day 
to celebrate being Irish, but it 's also a 
day to honor the life and death of St. 
Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland. 

St. Patrick's original name was Maewyn 
Succat, and he wasn't actually born in 
Ireland, he was born in Britain. He was 
taken from Britain at the age of 16 and 
moved to Ireland to be a slave 
shepherd. After hearing a voice telling 
him to escape, he escaped back to 
Britain and lived there for many years. 
He then had another vision to go back 
to Ireland and convert the Irish people 
to Christianity. Maewyn changed his 
name to Patricius (Patrick), became a 
priest and a missionary, and traveled 
around Ireland converting people to 
Christianity. 

- St. Patrick's most worn color was 
actually blue, not green, and for 
many years this was the official 
color for Ireland

- The first St. Patrick's Day parade 
was held in New York City in 1766

- There are around 35 million people 
of Irish descent in the United 
States. There are 4.6 million people 
in Ireland

- In Irish folktales there are no 
female leprechauns

- The Chicago River is dyed green 
every year on St. Patrick's day using 
80,000 pounds of dye 
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St. Patr ick 's Day M yths & Legends

Today St. Patrick's Day is celebrated to 
remember this patron saint of Ireland, 
but also to celebrate being Irish or of 
Irish descent.

There are parades, parties and lots of 
people wearing green all over the world 
on March 17th!

Patricius died on March 17th, 461. 
After his death the church made him 
the patron saint of Ireland. St. Patrick's 
Day was made an official Christian 
feast day in the 1700s and became an 
Irish national holiday in 1903. 

SHAMROCKS versus CLOVERS

On St. Patrick's Day you will often see a 
four leaf clover. But the real St. 
Patrick's Day symbol isn't a four a leaf 
clover, it is a three leaf shamrock. 

History states that St. Patrick may have 
used the shamrock with people he was 
trying to convert to Christianity. He 
used the shamrock's three leaves to 
explain the "Holy Trinity": the Father, 
the Son (Jesus Christ) and the Holy 
Spirit. 

The three leaf shamrock represented 
St. Patrick and then became a symbol 
of Ireland in the 18th century. It can be 
seen on flags, clothing, shop windows, 
and more.

People often make the mistake of 
thinking that a shamrock is a four leaf 
clover that symbolizes luck. Sometimes 
you will see a four leaf clover on St. 
Patrick's Day, but 
that is incorrect. A 
four leaf clover is a 
symbol of luck, but 
it isn't an Irish 
symbol.

PINCHING

Where did the tradition of pinching 
people on St. 
Patrick's Day come 
from? 

Legend says that 
leprechauns can't 
see you if you're 
wearing green,  
otherwise, they will 
spot you and pinch 
you! Uh-oh!

Please don't pinch anyone though.

SNAKES

Legend says that St. Patrick drove all the 
snakes out of Ireland. This isn't true  
because Ireland didn't have any snakes 

to begin with! 
The Ice Age 
made the 
water around 
Ireland too 
cold for snakes 

to swim to it, so no snakes ever lived on 
the island.
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